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As always seems to happen, this issue of the newsletter 
couldn’t be completed till we had received a final word on a 
trial, in this case the Manchester trial. Full details of which will 
be found opposite. On top of this, we have an ex-Doddlestone 
defendant on remand after an incident on a Fox Hunt. In the 
space of a few days we have doubled the number of prisoners 
in prison. We urge all people who see this newsletter to write to 
at least one of the prisoners now inside. With the exception of 
the hunt sab. Matt Welsh, all the other prisoners have at least 
one year to serve before they can hope to be free again. 

Also in this issue is news of a new American prisoner, Kim 
Trimview. It will come as no surprise that once again this is a 
jailing through the grand juries investigating the ALF. 

The joint Christmas cards produced by us and the ALF Press 
Office have been a great success and we have sold more than 
expected. We still have more to sell so if you are intending to 
get some we would advise that you order yours soon before 
stocks run out. An order form will be included with this 
newsletter. A new item enclosed with this newsletter is a 
leaflet on supporting prisoners. This leaflet is not for general 
distribution but has been produced solely for SG members and 
people who inquire about supporting prisoners. 

There has been some response from the article ‘Whispering 
Grasses’ by Neil Mclvor which you will see on the following 
pages, plus a response to them by Neil himself. With the 
likelihood of the right to silence being taken away. This is a 
prime time to debate the subject of grasses and grassing. If the 
choice of saying nothing is removed what stance should we 
take on those who give statements incriminating others? 

We would like to remind you that we keep an 'Action list’ of 
people who are willing to write promptly to new prisoners. This 
enables us to contact only those who will act on the news and 
so save the cost of a complete mailout. At present this list is 
very short and we would like it a lot longer. If you feel you 
could shoot off a few letters at short notice please contact us to 
be put on the list. Please mark your letter ‘Action List’. 

This will be the last newsletter of this year and we would like 
to take the opportunity to thank all those people who have 
helped the SG over the past 12 months and our loyal members 
for sticking to us through thick and thin. Most of all we would 
like to thank those people who make up the Animal Liberation 
Front, in prison or out. Attacked by the authorities, the press, 
and (disgracefully so) parts of our movement, we send you our 
support, our hope for a better future for all creatures, and urge 
you never to give up. 

Have a liberating New Year! 
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On Monday 25th October the 
Manchester Conspiracy trial finally 
came to a close. The case had started 
in 1991 and saw the authorities trying 
to link 10 people in, what can only be 
called, a dubious conspiracy. These 
10 were; Keith Mann, Rhian Hopkin, 
Marilyn Fahy, John Hughes, Terry 
Helsby, Clare Rush, Max Watson, 
John Marnell, Allison McKeon and 
Fran Morgan. 



Ad 


As most SG members will be aware Keith 
Mann escaped from custody on the 22nd 
June and hasn’t been seen since. This must 
have been a blow to the prosecution as 
Keith was seen as one of the main players 
in the so-called conspiracy. Accordingly, 
early on in the trial all conspiracy charges 
were dropped leaving the defendants to 
face a number of different charges, none of 
which related to all of them. The trial now 
became a series of mini-trials as the 
different cases were heard in succession. 

Strangely enough John Hughes cannot 
have had much faith in British justice and 
taking Keith’s lead never turned up for 
court. Wherever you are John, the best of 
luck. 


The rest of the defendants were not so 
lucky. 

Clare Rush, Max Watson and John Marnell 
were found guilty of causing criminal 
damage to windows in Manchester. Clare 
was given 2 years, Max and John 3 years 
each. 

Allison McKeon and Terry Helsby were 
found guilty of the liberation of 2 Polecats 
from Riber Castle Wildlife Park. They were 
also found guilty of causing criminal 
damage at the park. On top of that, Terry 
was found guilty of causing £3,000 worth of 
damage to animal abusers' windows with a 
catapult in Liverpool. Allison was given 2 
years and Terry 3Vz years. 


Marilyn Fahy was the only person found ‘not 
guilty’, she was charged with the unlikely 
concept of being a quartermaster for the 
ALF! ! 

Fran Morgan was given a 6 month sentence 
suspended for two years for being in 
possession of a catapult with intent to use it 
to commit criminal damage. 

Rhian Hopkin was given a conditional 
discharge for criminal damage to property 
belonging to the Devon Egg company. 


At present Terry is being held at HMP 
Risley but may be moved shortly. Up- 
to-date details can be obtained from the 
Animal Rights Shop in Liverpool. Tel: 051 
7090730, ask for Serena at the Animal 
Rights Shop or write to the normal SG 
address. 

Terry Helsby EF0761 
HMP Risley 
Warrington Road 
Risley 
Warrington 
Cheshire WA3 6BP 
Tel:: 0925 763871 
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Max and John have been allocated to; 

Max Watson BJ2477 
John Marnell RE2373 

HMP Haverigg 
Haverigg Camp 
Millom ~ 

Cumbria 
LAI 8 4NA 
Tel: 0229 772131 

This is a 'C' category prison. 

The two women have been sent to; 

Allison Mckeon RE2370 
Clare Rush RE2369 

HMP Askham Grange 

Askham Richard 

York 

Y02 3PT 

Tel: 0904 704236 

This is a category ’D' , Open’ prison and, as 
such, will hopefully not be too bad a place. 

The length of these sentences must be 
looked at with great suspicion, the worst 
crime’ was the liberation of two animals and 
some damage, for which 2 years and 3Y2 
years were handed out. Compare this to 
other animal rights prisoners who got the 
same, or less, for such ‘crimes’ as 'posses- 
sion of incendiary devices' where the judge 
could have had no real knowledge of how 
they would be used. It would seem that the 
number of years more reflects the evidence 
which was thrown out (which the judge 
would have seen) rather than the charges of 
which the defendants were found guilty. 

On the slightly brighter side, with the new 
parole system each prisoner will have a 
definite date for release of half their sen- 
tence. We hope that the time goes quickly 
and we will do our utmost to make sure that 
it is as easy as possible. 


Matthew Welsh 

On Thursday 21st October there was an 
incident on the Cheshire Fox Hunt where 
saboteurs were attacked by hunt staff and 
heavies. In the fracas a sab was so badly 
injured that he had to be taken to hospital. 
As usual, the police picked on the sabs and 
arrested Matt Welsh who was one of the 
Doddlestone defendants. Because of this 
he has been remanded, even though his 
charge is only one of ‘Actual Bodily Harm’ 
(ABH). It seems unlikely that he will get bail 
at present, but up-to-date details can be 
obtained from the Animal Rights shop 
whose phone number was given earlier for 
the Manchester prisoners. At present, Matt 
is held at HMP Liverpool, address as 
follows; 

Matt Welsh FG3130 
HMP Liverpool 
68 Hornby Road 
Walton 
Liverpool 
L9 3DF 

Tel: 051 525 5971 
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News from the Press Office 


An Anniversary 


By the time you read this article the “new” 
Press Office will have been in existence for 
two years, the actual launch being on the 
31st October 1991, but nobody picked up 
on the fact that it was Halloween. Its 
creation was originally to be announced at 
the first-ever “ALF Press Conference” to be 
held in the Media Room of Central Halls, 
Westminster. But in mid-October 1991 you 
will remember that Keith Mann and Vivien 
Smith were arrested in Kent and my home 
was raided a few hours later (ironically while 
I was at a RSPCA meeting in London!) 
because details of the planned press 
conference were found among their 
possessions. Oddly enough, the police 
never informed the RSPCA hierarchy that I 
was about to become press officer for the 
ALF, so the announcement still came as 
something of a surprise! 

Sadly, the past two years have not been 
kind to most of the four people who were to 
have been with me on the “panel” at the 
press conference, but all of them are held in 
great affection and respect within the animal 
liberation movement. Vivien is, of course, 
serving a six-year sentence in Holloway 
Prison, Angie and Keith are both on the 
run, presumably somewhere on this planet. 
The fourth? Well, Brendan seems to pop up 
everywhere...!! 

“No Comments” 

One important policy change has recently 
been made by the Press Office and that 
relates to associations with the police. 
Where I have received anonymous calls 
about incidents, my first job is, naturally, to 
inform the news media. In turn, their first 
task is to both check with the police that the 


claimed action has been reported, which 
thus confirms the story, and so tell them 
who they received the claim from, i.e. ... me. 
The police, in their infinite wisdom, therefore 
often assume that I know who telephoned, 
exactly what happened and, indeed, 
sometimes think I took part in the action 
myself! So, when a relatively major incident 
has been reported I have usually also told 
the police that I received a call, which 
should prevent them visiting me later at 
some unsocial hour and entering without 
knocking at the door. From previous articles 
you will all be aware that I suffer from 
hearing difficulties which means that the 
only time I have ever been able to give a 
description of a caller’s voice was one that 
sounded like a Dalek (yes, I was being 
serious!). 

However, actions and attitudes of some 
police forces have encouraged a change in 
policy, which means that no communication 
with the police will be initiated by the Press 
Office for any reason, and any approaches 
from the police will be met with a refusal to 
discuss any matter for whatever reason. 
This policy has been in place for two or 
three months now and there has only been 
one exception to the rule. On advice from 
my solicitor, I told the Watford police that I 
had received no calls claiming responsibility 
for a package addressed to a blood-junkie 
which exploded in a Watford sorting office. I 
also took the opportunity to point out that 
the only person ever convicted of placing an 
“animal rights bomb” was a member of the 
British Field Sports Society who admitted 
doing it to discredit the movement. This 
information was met with considerable 
interest from the Detective Inspector 
concerned. 
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It’s Cheaper after Six and at Weekends! 

The only other change to the Press Office 
has been caused by British Telecom adding 
a figure 2 in front of the telephone number. 
The number is now 0954 230542. In about 
a year it is their intentions to change the 
STD code as well. Watch this space...! The 
mobile (cellular) number is still 0836 
310763 

Hop it! 

Apologies are due to the hard-working and 
efficient activist who rescued 80 rabbits 
from Hylyne Rabbits in Cheshire earlier this 
year. I didn’t mention it in this column last 
issue because the report and photos which 
had been sent to me anonymously were to 
have been included as an independent 


article. Unfortunately, the report arrived too 
late to be included. Hopefully, it should now 
appear elsewhere in this issue! 

Writing about the last issue of the SG 
newsletter brings me to the article “Violent 
Response” by G.L. Night which answers 
the so-called Band of Mercy Discussion 
Paper. G.L Night wrongly states that I 
refused to report the Boots contamination 
claim because “it lay outside the ALF 
policy”. My column in the Spring 1993 SG 
newsletter fully covers what happened and 
why. The same column also reports an 
incident in Birmingham which the caller 
claimed on behalf of the Animal Rights 
Militia and of which I did inform the media . 

The point is that, although I am the ALF 
Press Officer, other groups can - and do - 



Some of the 83 Battery hens rescued (and rescuers) during the early hours of Saturday 7th 
August 1993 from Coppins Farm, Molash, near Ashford in Kent. Photo courtesy of ALF. 
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use my services. Both the Animal Rights 
Militia (ARM) and the Hunt Retribution 
Squad (HRS) have telephoned me 
anonymously about actions for which they 
claim responsibility. This is fine by me and 
doesn’t imperil the status of the Animal 
Liberation Front because I can accept the 
reports as a member of the National Union 
of journalists and holder of a Press Card. 
To use a well-known phrase... "Just doing 
my job”. At least callers from groups like 
the ARM and HRS know that, whether or 
not I condone their actions, I will explain to 
the media why the action has been 
undertaken in a fair way. I’ve said it before 
and I’ll say it again... my only real enemies 
are the animal abusers. 

The latest call from the Hunt Retribution 
Squad came on Saturday 11th September 
as I was about to leave the Porton Down 
demo where I had been a speaker. Timed 
devices had been placed at Burlington 
Publishing Company in Windsor, 
publications include The Field, Shooting 
Times and Baily’s Hunting Directory. It 
seemed to me to be a reasonably legitimate 
target!! I understand that one device was 
placed in the air conditioning system (or 
something like that) which, had the device 
activated, would have carried the fire 
through the entire building quite rapidly. The 
devices were, however, disarmed by the 
Bomb Disposal Squad. Before I get blamed 
for the devices not activating, I should point 
out that they had been discovered and 
disarmed before I received the telephone 
call. The Press Association already knew 
that devices had been found in Windsor but 
my call explained why. 

Right on or Right Wrong? 

Also in the last issue of this newsletter was 
the joint statement from the Supporters 
Group and the Press Office on Fascism. A 
couple of points need to be clarified and a 
reaction to the article condemned. 

The points are that Final Conflict and the 


Patriotic VeganA/egetarian Society have a 
“BCM” address at London WC1N 3XX. You 
will all know that the SG is BCM 1160, 
Arkangel is BCM 9240 and the Press Office 
is BM 4400. It looks as through we all share 
an office and also that we share it with 
Fascists. This is not the case. “BM” and 
“BCM” numbers are box numbers from 
British Monomarks which has run a mail- 
handling service since the 1920’s. It is used 
as a forwarding service by those who travel 
abroad a lot, by some companies as a 
registered address, and by the SG and the 
Press Office because it offers greater 
security then an ordinary Post Office box 
number. Anyone can go into the area post 
office and ask for the name and address of 
the holder. Even if it’s a false name and 
address the security isn’t all that good. So, 
we aren’t all huddled in together at WC1N 
3XX! It is also used by anti-fascist groups 
notably Anti-Fascist Action (AFA). 

The other point of concern expressed by 
some people about “joining hands with the 
far left” as Geoffrey Cain puts it. Geoffrey 
also writes (in the last SG newsletter) that 
“The issue is not simple. There is Hitler-type 
racism among blacks...”. Sorry, Geoffrey, 
but the issue IS simple. I hoped our 
statement was clear. Racism cannot be a 
logical part of our movement. It doesn’t 
matter whether those practising racism are 
black, white, brown or yellow. They are still 
racists and therefore cannot be part of a 
movement which believes in equal 
consideration for all sentient beings. 

The reaction to our “Statement” comes in 
the guise of a document produced by the 
Patriotic VeganA/egetarian Society. At 
least, they’ve mailed it out. Headed “ALF 
Prisoners application for financial help from 
the ALF Supporters Group” it lists ten 
questions and closes with a declaration to 
be signed and dated. A few examples from 
this perverted little response are questions, 
1: Are you White? Yes/No (if ‘NO’ you need 
answer no more questions, the cheque’s in 
the post); question 3: Are you 
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heterosexual? Yes/No (if ‘NO’ you need ...); 
question 7: Have you ever given money to a 
nice anti-White group? Yes/No (If ‘YES’ you 
need...) and question 8 Why don’t you give 
up? (note: saving animals lives is no excuse 
for asking for money). 

I’ve already given this warped little piece of 
paper more publicity than it deserves so 
you’ll just have to imagine the rest of its 
content. I also assume that our readers 
have enough intelligence and imagination to 
know what to do with this . “application form” 
should one happen to come their way. 

A Christian Attitude 

And now for something completely 
different... 

In May of this year Quaker Concern for 
Animals (QCA) agreed a statement which 
covered its attitude to those working outside 
the law to help non-human animals. At the 
subsequent September meeting of the 
Christian Consultative Council for the 
Welfare of Animals (CCCWA), of which 
QCA is a member society, it was 
unanimously adopted as official CCCWA 
policy. Part of that policy statement follows: 

“We find ourselves poised between 
those who use and abuse animals, those 
who are incensed by the suffering they 
know exists, and those who would 
rather not acknowledge the primary 
violence but react strongly against those 
who try to oppose it. 

Historically Friends (Quakers) have 
always opposed the enslavement of 
human beings. Not always acting within 
the existing law of the land they have 
been conscious of an allegiance to a 
higher moral law. While we disassociate 
ourselves from any action which might 
injure any living creature, we can not 
condemn them when they break the 
instruments of pain and misery, or risk 
their liberty to acquire evidence of what 


goes on behind closed doors. Perhaps 
they have been driven to the action they 
take because the majority has remained 

silent?” 

Whether you hold differing religious views 
(or none), it is encouraging that 
organisations such as CCCWA and QCA 
are prepared to speak out so clearly in 
support of breaking unjust laws in pursuit of 
justice. Well done and thank you to 
members of both, who have shown such 
understanding. Perhaps the so-called 
‘Nationals’ could take a lead from this? One 
lives in hope. 

The ALF’s mission: To boldly q o 

where the RSPCA don’t bother! 

An unusual raid took place in Lincolnshire 
on 18th August, unusual in that it was a 
liberation action launched at 1.30 in the 
afternoon! Six dogs, which only a few 
weeks earlier had been given a clean bill of 
health by the local RSPCA inspector Alan 
Horan, were rescued after activists 
barricaded the farmhand into the stable 
block. Then, removing the entire barn door 
and frame from the masonry of the building 
where the dogs were chained, they found 
four border collies, an Old English 
Sheepdog cross and a Jack Russell cross. 

The conditions encountered were appalling. 
Up to 20cm (8 inches) of faeces covered 
the floor interspersed with bales of rotting 
newspapers up to 1 metre (3 feet) high. In 
this filth and darkness the dogs stood 
chained to the wall. Their differing sizes 
notwithstanding, all wore collars the same 
26 inches in length and one inch wide, 
some knotted in the middle to make them 
‘fit’ better. The collars were encrusted on 
the inside with some 2mm of putrid deposits 
with the dogs’ necks being devoid of fur. 
Where the collars were knotted and rubbing 
against the skin open sores wept. Due to 
this the little Jack Russell was even unable 
to bark. 


I 


9 


Although the erstwhile RSPCA inspector 
had taken no action to remove the dogs and 
said they were “basically OK” the rescue 
proved him wrong only too tragically. On 
reaching the vets surgery one of the dogs 
had to be killed immediately to save it from 
further suffering caused by severe arthritis. 
A second dog collapsed and was in 
“intensive care” for a whole week. 

Owen Drakes, owner of the farm in Caistor 
Lane, Tealby, originally refused to “pursue 
the matter any further” with police and has 
since apparently disappeared. The nine 
activists who carried out the rescue are still 
free and the five surviving dogs are all in 
new, caring homes. 

The sad fact is that, while the RSPCA won’t 
or can’t take action... while the RSPCA 
promotes animal products under Freedom 
Foods which allows practices contrary to 
their official policies... while the RSPCA trails 
pigs across Europe still joking about the 
bacon sandwich they’ve just eaten... while 
the RSPCA fails the animals, then people 
will risk their freedom. The RSPCAs 
reaction? To officially and publicly condemn 
those who do what they won’t do... rescue 
animals that need help! It really is a 
disgrace. 

CAUTION 

- Surveillance in operation - 

In my last column I mentioned that care 
should be taken with telephones, and 
contributions from Annettee Tibbies and 
Neil Mclvor both warned of other areas in 
which to exercise caution. Another cause 
for concern is letters and other written 
communications. We all know that it’s 
lunacy to write to prisoners with confidential 
details of what has happened or even what 
may happen in the future but how many 
think that writing to friends and activists “on 
the outside” is safer than the telephone? Be 
warned, it’s not! 

Various methods are available to read what 


is contained inside an envelope without 
opening it, the use of special lights being 
the most popular. This can easily be 
overcome by just folding a sheet of 
newspaper or other printed matter around 
the paper you’ve written. A simple 
precaution but one that could make your life 
a lot easier. 

And the story continues ... 

As this article draws to a close comes the 
latest claim. Karen Gardener, a Stevenage- 
based employee of Glaxo, had her home 
decorated with red paint and glass etching 
fluid. 

In the words of my final unexpurgated 
paragraph from Arkangel 10’... 

So, up and down the country the ALF is still 
there, still busy and still effective. Don’t 
forget, the Animal Liberation Front is not an 
organisation, not an elite band of 
compassionate commandos, not some 
group you have to get references to join. 
The ALF is people who care enough about 
animals to take a few risks. People who are 
tired of talking while the animals die, people 
who do all kinds of other things for animals 
from letter-writing to kennel-cleaning but 
need to do some more. In short, people like 
YOU. You are the ALF ..You only need to 
listen to your heart to know that it’s right. 
There’s only one way to join the ALF. ..now 
it’s up to you to decide whether you are 
prepared to pay the subscription! Take care 
and good luck. 

Robin Webb 


Let them call me rebel and 
welcome, I feel no concern 
from it; but I should suffer 
the misery of devils, were I to 
make a whore of my soul... 

Thomas Paine 
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Sick of getting the shit kicked out of you? 
Just when you’d have thought that people 
would have wised up - pacifism reappears. 
Once more, the diversion of violence versus 
non-violence is opened up. Once more, the 
morally righteous deny certain tactics within 
current opposition movements. In particular 
the right to be ready, willing, and able to 
defend ourselves with our violence or to 
physically attack our oppressors. From 
Twyford Down to hunt sabotage, the 
pacifists are acting as our social workers of 
resistance. 


hierarchy of morality. 

This is not another article about morals, this 
is an attempt to jab you into recognising an 
anger and disgust within you, whose honest 
application can only lead you to a violent 
practice against brutally imposed 
inhumanity, and against your own complicity 
with it. The irony of the pacifist position is 
that for all their moral anti-violence 
superiority, they uphold, whether through 
passive consent or explicit collaboration, the 
most violent hierarchical system the world 
has ever known. 


Unfortunately this affects you because you 
may just need the help of someone else if 
you are attacked, and that help may be 
denied to you because you are surrounded 
by pacifists. 

The pacifists opposition to anti-hierarchical 
violence is aimed at protecting them from 
the anger in themselves, as much from the 
anger of others. That’s why most of them 
condemn riots or instances where people 
fight back. Of course, the pacifists 
recognise the hypocritical horror of the 
state, the market economy it manages, and 
all of the thugs employed to protect it, 
moralistically complaining about it as they 
cynically resign themselves to it. 

If such people are upset about the violence 
of riots or people who refuse to get the shit 
kicked out of them while protesting, it’s 
because they hate to be reminded of the 
appalling misery of their anaesthetised 
passivity in the face of daily violence 
inflicted upon them, a violence they 
masochisticly take for granted. In the face 
of their powerlessness pacifists resort to a 


All the pacifist's opposition to violence is 
designed to repress (with an image of 
purity) the million good reasons to be 
violently angry with this society. With global 
massacres at an all time high, pacifists 
believe they are righteously above it all, 
because they do not directly participate in 
the violence. But in renouncing their share 
of violence by moralistically or intellectually 
wishing away their responsibility for the 
necessity of participating in the destruction 
of class society (which degrade and isolates 
them in only more subtle ways then the 
starving of the world) they try to deny reality 
- the horrible truth of the world we live in. 
But it’s impossible to renounce one’s share 
of violence in this world. So, inevitably, 
those who claim to renounce it, reassure its 
reappearance in subtle, and often not so 
subtle forms. 

1. In Amsterdam, during the 1980 riots 
against the Royal Wedding, hippy pacifists 
protected cops thrown off their horses from 
being attacked by those they had just 
truncheoned. With such help the cops 
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managed to re-mount and go off to beat up 
others. 

2. Ten years later in Trafalgar Square, cops 
who had attacked the anti-poll tax march 
were able to regroup and continue their 
attacks because pacifists sat in the road 
and prevented people from making charges 
at the disorganised police lines. 

3. There have been numerous cases of 
hunt sabs been beaten up by hunt 
members, supporters and hired thugs while 
other sabs look on, sometimes even in 
numerically superior numbers, refusing to 
help their friends because of their pacifist 
morals. 

For all their talk of empowering through the 
so called higher moral stance of non- 
violence pacifists really deny to themselves 
their own disempowerment. Claiming that 
the thug (be it cop, security, huntsman or 
whoever) is having problems’ beating you 
up because of your lack resistance doesn’t 
stop them from doing it - doesn’t stop you 
from being injured or worse. In much the 
same way, thugs often find it 
‘uncomfortable’ to beat up women - but 
again it doesn’t stop them doing it. Thugs 
the world over, from the British Bobby to the 
Chinese shock troops used in Beijing in 
1989, applaud non-violence in their 
opposition, for it makes their job that bit 
easier. It is for these reasons the world’s 
media denied the facts of the troops in 
Beijing being attacked by the Chinese 
proletariat as soon as they entered the city, 
7 hours before the massacre officially 
began. To sanctify the opposition into 
puritan non-violence, the state and the 
pacifists are united - both denied the 
existence of convoys of burnt-out troop 
carriers in Beijing. 

We have the right to defend ourselves. 
We have the right to attack our 
oppressors. 


More 

Violence 

I read the article on violence in the SG 
Summer newsletter and would like to make 
a point. 

No animal rights action has ever killed 
anyone, but let's not forget the activists that 
have been killed in the line of duty. And still 
many people think of animal liberation as 
some sort of pastime. 

So maybe in the future it will become 
necessary to put animal abusers six feet in 
the ground in order to achieve the day of 
liberation. I mean if it took a riot in London, 
before the government ditched the Poll Tax, 
how far will animal liberation have to go 
before animal abuse is a serious crime? 
(Being anti-state I bow to no government). 

As an asthmatic myself, I know how 
Samantha Leigh must have felt when the 
bastards refused her use of her inhaler. 
These are the bastards that are supposed 
to be so concerned about peoples well- 
being (they wouldn’t put that in the 
newspapers, would they?). 

So stand together, fight together and let the 
fuckers know animal liberation is alive and 
kicking. 

The fire is burning and sometimes you need 
fire to fight fire. Whatever happens in the 
future I will support the cause all the way. 

For animal liberation 

Anon 


G. Fawkes 
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Can Pay, Won't Pay, Shouldn't Pay? 


On the 28th June Valerie Mohammed was 
taken before a court in Glasgow to explain 
why she had not made any effort to pay a 
fine of £160 which she got for the damage 
caused to an International Cancer Research 
Fund (ICRF) shop in Glasgow earlier this 
year. She told the court that she was not 
paying the fine because part of it was 
compensation, and in any case she would 
not have paid it since any fine, in her view, 
is money paid to the ultimate animal abuser 
- the state. She was there and then given 
seven days imprisonment and taken to 
Corton Vale Prison. Stirling, Scotland 

She had no intention of paying the fine and 
has no intention of paying any future fine. 
She shares these views with another female 
in Glasgow, Claire Cooney, who was caught 
with her but the charges were later dropped 
for lack of evidence. Also, they were 
arrested at the beginning of the year for 
chaining themselves onto the entrance of 
Roberts circus and preventing the public 
access to the ‘show’. They went to trial on 
that one, again determined not to pay any 
fine if found guilty. Fortunately they got off 
‘Not proven’, a good Scottish verdict. 

They are known up here as the ‘Jail-me’ 
sisters, but they are very serious about 
what they are doing and hope that the 
practice of going to jail for a fine will catch 
on with others. They want to see lots of 
’Jail-me’ sisters and brothers. They are 
totally against paying fines and agree with 
the sentiments outlined in the ‘Won’t pay, 
won’t pay’ article in the recent SARP 
newsletter. 

It’s not Val’s first time in jail. She did time 
for the attack which closed down Jenners 


fur department in Edinburgh. Her co- 
accused was Davy Barr. Claire on the other 
hand has only spent one day in a prison but 
she is equally determined. 

GUS 


Swearing in! 

The welfare of animals is our main concern 
but we are very angry about the bad words 
used by ‘Sheena’ in her letter to the last 
newsletter. We were educated in a private 
convent high school and I am sure you will 
understand that we find obscene language 
offensive and unnecessary. There are other 
ways of expressing one's anger and disgust. 
Such expression will be used as ammunition 
against you by people who might otherwise 
defend animal rescue actions and the police 
will be quick to add another line to their 
ARNI files. We have been supporters for a 
long time and have admired all those 
fighting for justice for animals but we cannot 
condone such words as used by your 
correspondent. We must bring good to this 
lovely world of ours, not add to the distress 
it is going through. More people would be 
eager to join forces with you. Perhaps 
Sheena' would be prepared to apologise. 
Her heart is certainly in the right place and 
we wish her and all of you the best of luck 
and keep safe. 

Audrey 

NOTE: The SG will only edit articles when the 
content could be deduced as inciting others 
to commit criminal acts. 
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ARM 

Returns? 

In October Colin French the Farmer from 
Buckinghamshire, who has over 100 
convictions for cruelty to animals in his 
care’, was the recipient of a tetter bomb. 
The device exploded leaving him slightly 
hurt. Apart from his convictions brought 
about by RSPCA prosecutions, one of 
which resulted in a 6 month jail term, 
French has also had the attention of the 
ALF. His house was attacked with paint 
inside and out, with so much damage being 
done to the roof that it had to be taken 
down. Local builders refused to work on the 
house due to his reputation and 
encouragement from the ALF. 

Although this latest development was not 
claimed by any group, it is expected that it 
is from the Animal Rights Militia (ARM), who 
recently claimed the devices which were 
dismantled before activation at the Shooting 
Times publishers. 

Another device was sent to the Hillgrove 
Cattery In Witney, Oxfordshire. This was 
opened by the owner Christopher Brown 
who was slightly burnt. The ‘cattery’ breeds 
cats for vivisection. 


Viv Smith 


Support 

Groups 

A number of members have written to us 
asking for addresses of prisoners who, 
— although not animal rights activists, are 
imprisoned Tor p o li t i cal r. rim e* srndMf 
unjustly imprisoned. It obviously does not 
come within our aims to print such persons 
addresses, no matter how deserving. Most 
people are aware of Amnesty International 
but it has been pointed out that Amnesty, 
while doing a great job, also exclude a large 
number of prisoners if they do not conform 
to their strict rules. For instance, Nelson 
Mandela was never on the Amnesty list 
because he refused to denounce ‘all’ 
violence. There is an organisation which 
bridges this gap and they can be reached 
at; 


A.B.C., do 121 Railton Road, London 
S24 

Another organisation which may be of use 
is the Howard League for Penal Reform; 

HLPR, 708 Holloway Road, London, 

N19 3NL 

They produce an excellent information 
guide to visiting prisons which includes all 
aspects of supporting someone in jail. 


We are sorry to have to report that Viv 
Smith has had her first application for parole 
turned down. Viv is serving a six year 
sentence for causing damage by fire to 
vehicles belonging to the meat trade. She is 
still appealing against the excessive length 
of her sentence. Her co-defendant Keith 
Mann pleaded guilty to the same offence 
but escaped before he was sentenced. 
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SARP Comments 


I have just read the ‘Read it and 
[Understand’ article in the last SARP 
newsletter and this is by way of reply. I am 
just expressing my opinion and I don’t claim 
to represent any group. 

I have always and always would, support 
not just SARP, but what it stood for and 
totally agree with the sentiments expressed 
within this article, but I found it hard to 
understand how SARP can declare that it 
has failed. SARP could possibly debate that 
it was failing... not that it had failed. 

I realise that it is very easy to become 
disillusioned with people in general within 
the movement, but I find it difficult to 
understand this defeatist attitude here. Is 
this article meant to challenge these sort of 
people? The sort of people you are 
describing are not a part of the struggle, 
they are in it for their own selfish reasons. 
This makes me very angry. If this is meant 
to challenge these people who are wasting 
your time, at best you will produce short- 
lived guilt but more likely these people won’t 
recognise themselves or simply turn a blind 
eye, “they can't mean me, I leaflet 
McDonalds’’. We have these people in 
Belfast too, joining in the fight (well sort of) 
when its convenient for them. Having their 
petty quarrels amongst themselves over 
superiority with their little comfortable group. 
They don’t stop to think about all the 
animals being tortured and murdered. They 
will never lose this fight - they are not part 
of it. Only when we adopt a defeatist 
attitude will we start to lose. 

The SARP newsletter did inspire. I know 
this to be true. I really believe that this 
article will be detrimental as it is read by not 
only activists but potential activists. I think 
you are not considering the consequences 


of your words on those two groups whilst 
trying to slag off and vainly challenge 
complete no-hopers. This will go some way 
to under-mining the animal liberation 
movement. No, the animal liberation 
movement is certainly not dead. If you really 
believe that animal liberation died long ago 
then not only are you sadly mistaken but 
you are letting them win. The police and the 
media are conspiring to make it appear that 
the impetus is gone. Not true, why are they 
doing this? It is because we are getting 
somewhere. Evidence of this is abundant. 
In Northern Ireland, ALF targets the 
abusers at least once a week, the minimum 
type of attack would be 4-5 shops targeted. 
A lorry burnt out and incendiary devices 
were found at a Battery farm but no press 
reports. To the public, except when 
someone is charged, the ALF don’t exist 
here. McDonalds circus was recently hit 
with incendiaries and the only members of 
the public who knew were the ones turned 
away from McDonalds last day. I really can’t 
believe that even here in Northern Ireland 
this is not newsworthy. I’m certainly not 
saying that the ALF do this for the press, 
I’m just highlighting the conspiracy. 

It frustrates me when it appears that SARP 
is playing into their hands. If this is meant to 
be reverse psychology to somehow inspire 
people then I believe it will be 
counterproductive and only serve to inspire 
confidence in the enemy. 

I personally don’t find it inspirational to see 
SARP apparently giving up, claiming 
nothing but failure. Of course we get 
frustrated when we see so-called activists 
standing outside Boots for a few hours, 
conning others and, more importantly 
themselves, into believing they are 
contributing to the struggle for animal 
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liberation, but if we let pseudo activists put 
us off (and piss us off) what hope have we 
against the true enemy? 

I’m a bit confused over the decision to 
cease publication of SARP, reading the 
whole newsletter fuelled this confusion and 
makes the decision look a bit rash. A quote 
from the first page of the newsletter, “yet 
another success for the animal liberation 
movement” and a quote from the last page, 
“there is no longer any animal liberation 
movement”. This is contradictory and with 
an article like this slagging off an entire 
movement, there’s no room for 
contradictions. 

We cannot let the authorities isolate us by 
ignoring us media-wise. SARP unified 
outside the media. I am positive that there 
are many activists prepared to give up their 
freedom to achieve our aims. 

SARP is influential, and articles like Read it 
and understand', can only serve to 
perpetuate isolation and doom spread by 
the state. 

A BELFAST ACTIVIST 


Willing Liberation 

If you would like to leave the ALF 
Supporters Group something in your will the 
following words are suggested: 

I bequeath to the Animal Liberation Front 
Supporters Group, presently at BCM 1160, 
London, WC1N 3XX, the sum of 

, and declare that the receipt 

of the Treasurer or other authorised officer 
of the said Society shall be good and 
sufficient discharge of such legacy. 

If you are considering leaving property or 
land we would suggest that you consult 
your solicitor. 


Mass Arrests 

Regarding the article ‘Read it and understand’ in the 
last issue of SARP it appears to me that the writer is 
of the opinion that the struggle for animal liberation 
is stagnant and that the main cause is the lack of 
activity of the majority of the people within the 
movement. S/he may be right. However, it is 
possible that if we are losing the battle, then maybe 
s/he is looking for something that is not there, or 
perhaps our tactics need to change. Maybe we need 
a new strategy. 

Here is a suggestion, which if taken up by the 
majority of people within the movement could bring 
about major change and drive apathy off and 
replace it with solidarity and cohesion. It’s not 
exactly new though part of it may be novel. Here it 
is; 

Organise a demo committed to non-violent direct 
action. Pick the target with the sympathy of the 
general public in mind; say a lab that does cosmetic 
testing or a company which has it done for them. 
The main idea of the demo will be to obstruct the 
daily business of the building in question. Let it be 
fully understood that to come to the demo means 
arrest. Nothing less. Everyone, not just same few 
that get arrested at most demos. Arrest is the 
essential part of the strategy. Arrest, trial, if not guilty 
out for another demo. If guilty, fined or jailed. If fined 
refuse to pay, then prison. Everyone arrested at 
every demo. 

Imagine 500 people arrested. Imagine 10,000 
people arrested. Imagine 10,000 vegans arrested 
The impact would be considerable. Notice would be 
taken of the unusual nature of our solidarity and 
people would start to ask questions. Who knows 
where it might take us? One thing is sure - the 
Movement at the moment is hardly moving. 

OK. it might be pie in the sky but if we are not 
prepared to do that much for the animals then we 
should put our hands up to specicism and admit that 
although we care we just don’t care enough. 

M.Peru 
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In San Francisco on Juue 23 a geneticist known for his research 
into Down's syndrome and other genetic defeats was critically 
injured when he opened a letter bomb at his home. 


The geneticist. Dr Charles Epstein lost several fingers an d su ffered 
a broken arm and severe abdominal injuries. No has 

claimed the bomb but FBI agent Mr Covert was asked nfrapwack 
could be linked to the animal experiments Dr Epsfceiq^ej^^med, 
his reply was that the only animals used in/rreLre^Krch were 


mice. 



The Memphis Three, Michael Kar 
Goodwin, are awaiting Appeals 
in November. The three plead 
stores in Memphis and were s 
appeal is against sentence. Al 
curfew. 


Back in 
USA at 
rats, fi 
itself 
(SAVE 





sse Keenan and John 
should be some time 
riminal damage to fur 
months 29 days. The 
present, on bail with a 


r ar a raid took place in Baltimore, Maryland, 
fans University School of Public Health. Ten 
three cats were liberated by a group calling 
Against In Vivo Experiments and Dissection 


Since then a number of damage attacks have taken place against 
furs shops in Memphis, and again in Maryland four fake bombs 
were delivered to the homes of four vivisectionists. 
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Grand Jury Jails Another 

On October 5, 1993 Kim Trimview was jailed for refusing to testify to the grand jury in 
Spokane, WA, USA. Kim, an activist from Oregon, was charged with civil contempt after 
her third appearance at the Spokane, WA grand jury. The grand jury is “investigating” the 
successful activities of the ALF and is one of several which have been subpoenaing 
activists in Washington, Oregon, Michigan, Utah and Louisiana states. Earlier in 1993, Kim 
was also subpoenaed to the Eugene, OR grand jury twice for her photographs, 
fingerprints, handwriting and hair samples 

Kim has been jailed by the grand jury as Jonathan Paul and Rik Scarce have been jailed 
before her. She is a suspect in the Washington State University Raid of 1991. As we go to 
print there is no news of when Rik Scarce will be released. Both Rik and Kim are in 
Spokane County Jail, their full addresses are at the back of this newsletter. 


Rod Coronado 


Rod Coronado, ex-spokesman for the 
ALF in the USA, is still on the run. He 
has finally had official charges laid 
against him of malicious destruction of 
property, interstate transportation with 
the intent to commit a crime, setting a fire 
to end animal research, setting a fire to 
interfere with commercial fur breeding 

and transporting stolen goods. All 
charges relate to a raid on February 
29th, 1992 at the Michigan State 

University Experimental Fur farm where 
two mink were liberated, files taken and 
offices set on fire causing £125,000 in 
damages. If convicted, he faces a 

maximum of 50 years in prison, $1.25 

million in fines, and 15 years of 
supervised probation. Rod has said to 
reporters that although he was in 
Michigan on that date he was not 

involved in the raid. He has offered to 
give himself up if, in exchange, 
Universities stop experimenting on 
Grizzly bears, an offer which has been 
turned down. 
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Israeli ALF Supporters Group 

A new ALF Supporters group has been set up in Israel after a number of actions over the 
proceeding few years. They are very short of funds and would appreciate any donations 
which should be sent to the address below. Please note that any cheques should be made 
out to D. Massey. Alternatively you can send donations to the SG and we will send them 
over as one large cheque. 

Israel ALF Supporters Group 
PO Box 6023 
Tel Aviv 61060 
Israel 

Shortly after the news of the setting up of an SG in Israel they informed us of a number of 
arrests, concerning a demonstration against the opening of a MacDonalds in Tel Aviv. 
Fourteen people have been arrested for disturbing the peace. The demonstrators chained 
themselves across the entrance using handcuffs. 

Sweden 

On March 11th 1992 the Djurens Befrielse Front (DBF, the Swedish ALF) Press Officer , 
Emilie E:son, went with two other activists to Sweden’s largest breeder of dogs for 
vivisection owned by ASTRA and KABI Pharmacia. The breeding factory has the capacity 
to “produce” 600 puppies each year. The DBF has already rescued 20 dogs from this 
establishment and there have been protests where the demonstrators were attacked by 
staff. 

The purpose of this visit was solely for photographic and video evidence but the staff 
attacked the activists damaging their video and camera. The police were called and asked 
the activists to leave which they did. The three are reported for break-in and the Press 
Officer for minor assault and battery. 

In 1993 ( 13 months later) the police started an investigation into the incident. The staff 
claim that the activists are the cause of the death of two puppies, which died a couple of 
weeks after the incident. There was no backing evidence from any vet to support this 
claim. 

After a number of hours of interrogations and a preliminary report of 34 pages the 
prosecutor decided to just prosecute the Press Officer for “slight assault and battery”. The 
staff member is to be prosecuted for ripping a film out of the camera which is called 
“arbitrary conduct”. The person who damaged the video camera is not being prosecuted 
even though it cost £163 to repair. 

Even though the evidence shows that ASTRA and KABI broke the Swedish animal 
protection laws no prosecutions are to be taken. The cases will be heard this Autumn. 
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Free at Last 

On September 3rd 1993 after being held for just under 15 months in Edmonton Remand 
Centre, Darren Thurston received a suspended sentence and two years probation. He was 
also ordered to pay restitution of $26,725 for damage to the University and $47,000 for 
damage to fish company property. 

Darren entered ‘guilty’ pleas on August 19th 1993 to two counts; Break and Enter to 
commit theft over $1,000 (in regards to the June 1st 1992 Animal Liberation Front 
liberation of 29 cats from the University of Alberta Ellerslie Research Station) and Arson 
(in regards to the December 14th 1991 Animal Liberation Front action where Billingsgate 
Fish Company had three trucks burned). 

Through the released police reports and preliminary trial it was learned that the police 
obtained all of their information after asking a ‘suspect’ if she would like to answer some 
questions. The informant Jessica Michelle Charlotte Sandham (31-1-73) of Calgary, 
Alberta answered questions and made a statement on video for four and a half hours. At 
Darren’s preliminary trial on January 11 -14th 1993 the informant Jessica Sandham 
testified against Darren and other ‘alleged’ Animal Liberation Front activists. 

Darren's freedom may be short-lived because on the 1st October he was served with a 
Notice of Appeal. The prosecutor has appealed Darren's sentencing on the grounds that 
‘the judge failed to impose a sentence which reflected the principle of general deterrence'. 
The appeal is expected to be scheduled for some time in December. The Prosecutor has 
stated they will be seeking a sentence of three years. 

Meanwhile the North American Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group is raising finds 
to help pay Darren's fines. Donations can be made directly to them payable to ‘ALF SG’ or 
to us. 




But for how long? 


Fighting the Lies 


Most of our members are aware that the 
Press Office is now a separate entity to the 
Supporters Group but many are not aware 
of why this is the case and the reasons 
behind it. The following is a short 
explanation for this and an unashamed plug 
for more funds for the Press Office's work. 

Why does the ALF Press Office need 
funds? 

The Press Office is completely separate 
from the Supporters Group and has no 
regular independent income. By its very 
nature it cannot produce a newsletter/ 
magazine or have a subscription 
membership. Unless a collection is taken at 
a meeting where the Press Officer has been 
invited to speak the only income is from ad 
hoc donations from groups and individuals. 

Press Office expenditure, which is kept to a 
minimum possible, includes both British 
Telecom and mobile telephone lines, travel 
expenses and postage. It does not have a 
fax, word processor or computer but relies 
on elderly typewriters and fax services. 

Why is the Press Office separate fmm 
the Supporters Group? 

The two previous Press Officers, Ronnie 
Lee and Robin Lane, together with former 
Northern Press Officer Roger Yates, were 
ortQri at th<air triple to K"* -o integral part of 

the Supporters Group organisation. This 
caused immense problems for the SG 
which exists mainly to assist remanded or 
convicted activists by giving financial and 
moral support and helps in paying fines of 
non-convicted activists. 

The Press Office was therefore 
reconstituted after a break of some 4!4 
years as an independent unit, thus 
protecting the SG from charges of 
conspiracy and/or incitement. 


What does the Press Office do? 

The Press Office has three basic functions, 
all of which are designed to explain why the 
ALF does what it does, how it does it and 
how non-human animals are treated by our 
species. 

Any anonymous information received by the 
Press Office which details ALF-style actions 
will be communicated to the media. 
Whether the spread is local, regional, 
national or international depends on the 
scale and type of action. Even a broken 
window is likely to be reported in the local 
press if the ALF’s national Press Office has 
contacted the local newspaper. 

When an action occurs which appears to be 
Animal Liberation-related, the media often 
contacts the Press Office to ask whether it 
would appear to be an official ALF action. 
The Press Office can confirm which actions 
fall within ALF policy and explain the 
suffering that necessitates such actions. 

The Press Officer, as the ‘public face’ of the 
ALF can appear on TV documentaries and 
news programmes, participate in radio 
‘phone-ins', offer ‘in-depth’ interviews to 

magazines and newspapers and speak at 

public demonstrations, rallies and group and 
open meetings. 

How does the r i eaa Office work? 

The Press Office has two telephone lines 
and an office address. The British Telecom 
number is 0954 230542 and will be 

answered either by the Press Officer, if 
available, or by an answering machine. Any 
messages left are automatically deleted 
after being taken. The mobile telephone 
number is 0836 310763 and will be 

answered either by the Press Officer or a 
Messenger Service. The Messenger 
Service will page the Press Officer when 
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the mobile is either switched on, or comes 
within radio communication range again. As 
with BT service, any messages left will 
automatically be deleted once they have 
been taken. The Press address is ALF 
Press Office, BM 4400, London, WC1N 
3XX. 

If ah individual or cell has undertaken an 
ALF-type action and wants the Press Office 
to publicise it, then they should ‘phone the 
Press Office with as much information as 
possible. For example, the name and 
address of the establishment affected, why 
it was chosen, what has been done 
(liberation/damage/etc.), how it was done 
(cut through the roof/fence/floor/etc.), what 
animals (if any) were liberated, how many 
took part, information to prove claim is 
genuine (vehicle registrations/numbers of 
vehicles/types of doors forced/etc.), time of 
action (e g. 11.00pm 23rd Feb - 2.00am 
24th Feb). Don’t forget, the Press Office 
cannot ring back for further information. 
Also bear in mind that all calls can be 
traced so make sure they are from a source 
unconnected to any activists (eg. Public 
call box on railway station). The Press Office 
then contacts the media, as necessary, to 
get the maximum possible coverage. 

If photographs or video film have been 
taken of the action, it is essential that they 
be sent to the Press Office as a matter of 
urgency. Remember, 24 hours is a long 
time to the media. Ask the Press Officer the 
quickest way to get such information to 
them, it could be special next-day postal 
delivery, deposit in a left-luggage locker or 
something else. Don’t wait to develop 
photographic film. 

If the media contact the Press Office about 
a suspected ALF action then the Press 
Officer will give an opinion on whether or 
not the action fails within ALF policy and 
why it would have been carried out. It is 
recognised that, for security reasons, many 
cells and individuals would be reluctant to 
contact the Press Office by telephone 
themselves. In such cases it is helpful for 


record purposes if a written action report 
can be sent to the Press Office, however 
small the incident may be. Such information 
is useful when, for example, the media ask 
how widespread ALF actions are 

Animal Rights groups are encouraged to 
invite a Press Office representative to 
speak at group meetings, demonstrations or 
rallies. Such occasions enable the ALF 
Press Office to explain the need for the ALF 
and dispel any misconceptions. Such talks 
also often attract new members to the local 
group concerned with organising the event, 
even if they come originally out of curiosity. 

How can funds be sent to the Press 
Office? 

Please send cheques or postal orders, 
made payable to ‘ALF Press Office’ and 
crossed. Any amount is appreciated but if 
you would like an acknowledgement please 
remember to send a note of your name and 
address. An SAE would be greatly 
appreciated to keep down costs. 

Whether it is an individual or group 
donation, money from a special fund- 
raising event or whatever, please be 
assured that it will be used in pursuit of 
what we all seek; the immediate alleviation 
of as much animal suffering as possible and 
the eventual attainment of the ultimate 
goal.. . Animal Liberation. 

Robin Webb 


If you aren’t careful, 
the newspapers will 
have you hating the 
people who are being 
oppressed, and loving 
the people who are 
doing the oppressing. 

Malcolm X 
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On our side? 

In late 1991 Stuart McCullough joined the animal rights group in Belfast (then known as Nl 
Animal Aid now called Belfast Animal Rights). Several months after joining McCullough 
began to put pressure on several members of the group to take part in illegal acts 
connected to the Animal Liberation Front. He also tried to persuade people to take part in 
actions which were contrary to the ALF’s strict policy of not doing actions which would be 
likely to cause injury to humans or animals. He was warned several times that we did not 
want this sort of behaviour in our group. 

McCullough began to get nasty to certain members of the group, making sectarian 
comments to several Catholics in the group and being abusive to those who warned him 
about his conduct. In August '92 we were told that he was a fascist and had links with the 
(then legal) UDA. These allegations were put to him and he admitted that he had been a 
fascist in the past but was no longer. However, subsequent investigations revealed that he 
is still very involved, and in fact a leading organiser of several fascist groups. He was told 
to leave the group and has since admitted to being a committed fascist. 

Since his departure from the group he has threatened a number of members, and others 
who helped us uncover his activities. Threats ranged from letters, making subtle but clear 
comments warning us not to get involved in ‘Ulster politics’, to sending people razor 
blades. In the latest developments, a letter to Nina Wilson said that he would be ‘sending 
her flowers’ if she ever grassed on him. 

The group is made up of a cross section of the community and has people with a wide 
range of political and religious views. The only stance we take on issues outside animal 
rights, is that we will not have people in our group who try to exclude other people from the 
group due to their racial or religious background. 

The group is not opposed to the actions of the ALF, nor, on the other hand, does it support 
them; we have a neutral position. Some of our members support the ALF, some do not. 
However we feel that it is up to each individual to choose their own course of action and 
feel very strongly that no-one should be pressurised into doing anything they do not want 
to do, legal or not. In relation to illegal activities this is particularly important in Northern 
Ireland where there are added dangers of becoming involved in illegal actions. 

For further info contact either Belfast Animal Rights or Belfast Anti Fascist Action 
both at PO Box 148, Belfast, BT1 2LZ. 

NOTE: We have been informed that Stuart McCullough is involved in the Patriotic 
Vegan / Vegetarian Society and Final Conflict, both racist organisations. 
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Right of Silence 


Contrary to popular belief, the lack of a right 
to silence does not mean that you will be 
getting in trouble only if you say absolutely 
nothing, it is much more far reaching than 
that. If you fail, during questioning, to give 
any fact which you later rely on as part of 
your defence, it will be used against you in 
court. The inference will be that you dreamt 
up the excuse/alibi later. 

There are certain things that you have to 
explain/account for. Firstly, your 
whereabouts at the time of the offence. If 
you don’t remember where you were or you 
won’t tell them in questioning, the jury will 
be directed to assume that you were at the 
scene of the crime. So if you are asked to 
account for where you were 9 months ago 
(as was Nina Wilson) and you can’t actually 
remember, but do remember later when 
friends remind you, the jury may still convict 
you on the grounds that you couldn’t 
remember during questioning. If you 
remember where you were for some of the 
da,y but don’t remember everywhere you’ve 
been this could also go against you, so it is 
best to be as vague as is plausible, and 
simply explain that you don’t have a good 
memory. 

Secondly, explain items in your possession 
or found at the scene (which can be 
connected to you). So if you don’t 
remember exactly what you got that tube of 
glue for, or what you last used that 
soldering iron for, or ‘Why have you got a 
piece of wire.. why red wire in particular’ 
then you could be in trouble. As before, 
remembering why you had it later will not 
help. If you honestly don’t remember then 
say so, don’t make up an excuse, because 
it may be proved wrong by the police. 

Lastly, account for marks on you body; if it’s 
an assault ‘Where did you get those 


bruises’, if it's an arson attack ‘why are your 
fingers burnt’. 

Basically, it is moving the onus of proof onto 
the suspect. You will have to prove that you 
are innocent in relation to the above three 
things. Giving daft and/or witty answers will 
not help, neither will saying that you don’t 
understand the question. You still will not 
have to comment on anything except the 
above and so should stay silent for the 
majority of the time. Once you have 
accounted for the above you do not have to 
repeat your explanations and it would be 
wise not to, simply say ‘I’ve already 
explained that’. 

If you are detained under the Prevention of 
Terrorism .Act (PTA) and therefore 
interviews are not taped, do not sign the 
interview notes. This is very important as 
the police may have left out several things 
which seem irrelevant to you and therefore 
don’t remember, but they could then be 
used against you in court, as your failure to 
account for certain things (or their failure to 
write them down) is as much evidence as 
the things that you say. 

Animal Liberation Bust Fund 


Note: Obviously this situation only applies to 
Northern Ireland at present. So far, no 
activists on the mainland have been 
arrested under the PTA and so always have 
the chance of solicitors present. If the law 
does change, we will be seeking legal 
advice as to what exactly it is suggested 
activists do under arrest. We would like to 
make it clear that, regardless of the laws 
concerning silence, the Supporters Group 
as an organisation does not see this as an 
excuse to grass up' other activists. 
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Hylyne Raid 


Since the last issue of the newsletter the 
Supporters Group has received the follow- 
ing anonymous statement with photos con- 
cerning an ALF raid on Hylyne Rabbits Ltd, 
Woodacre farm, Warrington Road, Statham, 
Lymm, Cheshire WA13 9BT. The action 
took place back in May and 80 rabbits were 
rescued. 

“ Hylyne is the largest supplier of rabbits in 
Britain to the meat, fur and vivisection trade. 
They are probably the largest commercial 
rabbit breeder in the world. Their glossy 
adverts calling for prospective “ rabbit grow- 
ers” are in themselves disgusting enough, 
but fail to mention the sale of rabbits to 
vivisectors. Despite all of this, local Animal 
Rights groups have failed to actively cam- 
paign against Hylyne’s despicable activities. 

On entering the premises the ALF group 
found up to 2,000 rabbits housed in long 
battery units, packed, on average, 15 to a 
cage, suspended by wires above a metal 
trough. The heat and stench was unbear- 
able, no natural light or ventilation were 
available and the trough was filled with 
excrement and blood. 

The shed raided contained mainly mothers 
and babies with a high percentage of Coney 
(fur) and Californian White (vivisection) 
rabbits. Another shed was also entered and 
although it contained no rabbits a large pool 
of blood covered the floor. One photo 
shows an activist picking up a young rabbit 
found dead in the cage. 

In total there were eight similar breeding 
units, as well as two large outbuildings used 


to display the “ respectable ” public image 
portrayed during open days regularly held 
for prospective customers and breeders. 

It was estimated that at least 40,000 rabbits 
remain in these disgusting conditions at 
Hylyne. The ALF alone cannot close down 
Hylyne. despite this being the 7th raid on 
the place. It is now up to local Animal 
Rights groups to start campaigning against 
one of the largest animal abusers in the 
North West. 


France 

In the middle of September the Sup- 
porters Group was informed of a 
French activist, Rene Thouvenin who 
had been imprisoned for ” violently 
opposing vivisection”. Rene was im- 
prisoned in a Paris jail and by the 
time we had heard the news had 
been released. For our records if 
anyone has any further information 
on Rene’s ‘crime’ or whereabouts we 
would be pleased to hear of it. 
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HSA Under Attack 


Michael Howard, the most right-wing Home 
Secretary for years, revealed his true feel- 
ings on the issue of animal rights when he 
announced his intention to legislate against 
Hunt Saboteurs during his speech at the 
Conservative Party Conference in Black- 
pool. His answer to the rise in violence 
during hunt meets was to inform the party 
faithful that people taking part in “country 
sports” should be protected from others 
trespassing on land. 

As part of a wide-ranging attack on people 
with so-called 'alternative' lifestyles, he has 
clearly decided that criminalising hunt sabo- 
teurs is a vote-winner with the law and 
order lobby. The hunting, shooting and 
fishing brigade must have been spending a 
great deal of time and money on persuad- 
ing the Home Office that all hunt saboteurs 
are violent, psychotic, drug-taking nazis 
from broken homes! However, while eighty 
percent of the population of this country 
believe that fox hunting should be banned, it 
seems likely that yet again the Tories have 
found another banana skin to slip on. 

Those of us who continue to take part in 
sabbing meets and those who support the 
stance of hunt saboteurs must stand up and 
be counted. Appeals to M.P.s are unlikely to 
persuade them to vote against the party 
whip, so we must be prepared to challenge 
the hunters, shooters and fishers on the 
field. Although the Home Secretary has not 
yet revealed the full details of the proposed 
legislation, there are indications that the law 
will empower a police officer to require a 
saboteur to leave private land when tres- 
passing and failure to do so will be an 
arrestable offence. 


out on bail for trespassing, the courts will no 
doubt impose bail conditions preventing 
sabs from attending any hunt in the country. 
If we are not careful the Tories will give their 
country members and financial backers a 
free hand to slaughter innocent wildlife 
unimpeded. 

We must develop tactics to beat the new 
laws when they are a reality. We must 
continue to oppose bloodsports, since our 
position is right. However, if normal meth- 
ods of hunt sabotage become impossible 
we must develop new ones. 

B. Wild. 


Grant Douglas 


Grant Douglas was ordered to pay 
£150 costs, and do 150 hours commu- 
nity service after being found guilty of 
committing over £2,000 worth of crimi- 
nal damages to windows of animal 
abusers in the Penzance region. 


It would seem unlikely that saboteurs will be 
dissuaded from taking on the hunt scum at 
first, but with the likelihood of sabs being 
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What is Wrong with the Nationals? 


What is wrong with the national societies? After 
reading the article ‘Living Without Backstabbing’ in 
the last issue of the newsletter I felt so angry that 
Animal Aid had nothing constructive to say about 
the use of direct action in defence of animals. How 
can Mark Gold condemn activists who have had a 
direct effect on the vivisectors, the fur trade, the 
farmers who run concentration camps for animals, 
the hunt scum and other blood junkies? It’s odd that 
he cannot accept that a small number of committed 
activists with no funding can do more for the 
animals than a national society with a large, fee 
paying membership 

However, one should not single out Animal Aid as 
the only national society with a poor record of 
supporting ALF actions. The hysterical outburst from 
NAVS in their magazine following the sit downs on 
the World Day march shows me that NAVS should 
be renamed the National World Day March Society! 
How can NAVS criticise independent groups for 
organising a separate rally and stalls when all NAVS 
could do was provide a paltry display in one room? 
NAVS should realise that World Day is the major 
fund-raising day for many small groups who use the 
money far more effectively than big societies. 

Then we come to the BUAV The society prides 
itself on being ‘the most democratic’ of the animal 
welfare societies, yet the AGM is packed with office 
staff who are told prior to the meeting which of the 
council candidates have official approval. A glossy 
presentation of the year’s work couldn’t persuade 
me that the BUAV is campaigning effectively against 
animal abuse in this country. Sure, they exposed the 
conditions inside Wickham Labs, they stopped the 
import of primates from the wild (approximately 300 
individuals) but one would expect such a large 
organisation to be far more effective in countering 
animal abuse than they have been. When it comes 
to their response to ALF actions they denigrate the 
activists and state piously that there is no room for 
illegal action in campaigning for animal rights. 

Other national societies also have little to be proud 
of in their attitude to the ALF. From the RSPCA to 
the League Against Cruel Sports, organisers of most 
national societies can be relied on to come up with 
critical statements against the ALF following actions 
which are occasionally reported in the press. All 


these societies have a credibility problem with 
people involved in the animal liberation movement. 
They seem to have a need to appear ‘respectable’ 
(whatever that means) and consequently give the 
impression that they are more concerned about 
avoiding law suits and retaining their well paid 
positions in their offices. 

The ALF enjoys support from many people, not 
because the activists can do a fair impression of the 
Young Conservatives but because they are saving 
animals lives now, not in due course. The national 
societies owe a large debt to the ALF for providing 
them with photographic evidence of animal torture in 
the vivisection hellholes and saving thousands of 
animals from short lives of pain and suffering It is 
time they reconsidered their approach. In America 
PETA, the USA version of the BUAV supports the 
ALF. Their stance has caused the organisers some 
difficulty in that a Grand Jury is demanding that they 
grass up ALF activists and provide their member- 
ship lists to the cops. However, PETA still supports 
the ALF. Wouldn’t it be refreshing to see our 
nationals supporting activists who risk their freedom 
for the animals. 

No, let’s be realistic. While the nationals bleat about 
the need for unity in the animal rights movement 
they are responsible for the opposite. The meat 
eating public know the initials ALF and what the 
ALF stands for. Many support the actions of the 
ALF The abusers fear the ALF and the possibility of 
becoming a target. Can the nationals say the same? 
No, of course not! The vivisection industry must be 
laughing to see the movement tom by divisive 
elements within competing national societies. 

If you want to see the end of animal abuse you must 
not only say that unity is strength but mean it. The 
nationals do not deserve to be supported if they 
cannot understand this fact. As has been said 
before, the abusers are the enemy. If the nationals 
cannot support the ALF they will not get my support 
but if they can come half way and refrain from 
critical comments then I will do the same. 

Molly Toff. 
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Mo more Whispering? 


In the past Sheffield Animal Rights Group 
have made occasional donations to ALF 
SG, as a radical, focused group which is not 
a national nor partisan. However, if the 
Newsletter’s role is seen to be summed up 
by Neil Mclvor’s shoddy (in form and 
content) and inappropriately personal article 
‘Whispering Grasses’, we will direct our 
support elsewhere. 

One of the bugbears of the AR movement is 
its internal fragmentation, as is pointed out 
elsewhere in the same Newsletter, and 
Mclvor’s piece just shows that this is true. 
Why spend such great amounts of energy 
getting at people whose work for the 
movement is not in doubt, when there are 
so many other tasks to be done, especially 
genuine investigative ones? Why make it 
so clear that a personal axe is being 
ground, and fail to provide any contextual 
information, for instance about police be- 
haviour towards suspects deliberately de- 
signed to force them to give out information 
which - as was true in this case -they 
already had? And finally, why raise some- 
thing which happened in 1987 yet again at 
this particular moment, when it is ground 
extremely well trodden; readers might ask 
themselves why exactly Neil Mclvor is 
championing various Manchester activists 
over those in Sheffield. 

Yours in annoyance, 

Sue Vice 

Sheffield Animal Rights Group 

NOTE: The Supporters Group has re- 
plied in full to this letter but we would 
like to point out that the only articles 
printed which are official Supporters 
Group comments are those clearly 


stated as such (for example the fascists 
piece last issue), notes like this after 
articles, and items such as the P.O.W’s 
list at the back of each issue. We would 
urge ail members not to take out any 
dislike of individual articles on the Sup- 
porters Group. Due to legal restrictions 
we are limited by what we can print and 
feel that by allowing an open forum to 
the movement, we not only aid it, but 
make a more interesting newsletter. On 
the issue of grasses our stance is 
simple, we do not forgive and we will 
never forget. We will let such persons 
names be known to the movement so 
that they hopefully will never be in the 
position again of being able to grass up 
other activists. 


Who Grassed? 

’’....there is no doubt that the state takes the 
animal rights movement very seriously in- 
deed and thus we can expect not only the 
full force of the Law, but also more subtle 
and varied tactics such as Divide and 
rule’ ” 

’’....Mclvor invites us to inspect the deposi- 
tions, but I wonder if we will get to see his 
own statements, in which he can be heard 
‘singing’; I wonder if he invites us to 
consider the ‘greatly reduced sentences’ 
(presumably meaning the actual length of 
time spent in prison) of the two people he 
particularly singles out, Baldwin & Oxley, 
and compare them with those of other 
defendants whom he doesn’t name and 
more importantly with the amount of time he 
himself spent inside ” 
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I have put the comments overleaf in inverted commas because I’m not trying to do the 
same as Neil Mclvor did in the article WhisperingGrasses', but to make a point which I 
hope should be self-evident: that it is easy to take a few grains of truth* and distort them 
into a vicious personal smear (and I didn’t even have to delve into the realms of outright 
fiction as Mclvor did). 

However, Mclvor’s piece could serve a good purpose after all. For years I, amongst 
others, have been waiting for some useful debate as to why people make statements in 
police stations and more importantly how it can be prevented (if indeed that is the desired 
result - after all, there will be no more handy scapegoats to enable people to divert 
attention away from their own mistakes) but as all we’ve had so far has been little more 
then masturbatory fantasies, I suspect that this is because just too many unpalatable 
truths are involved. 

*For the record, Mclvor was verballed up. 

Garry Cartwright. 



In response to Gary Cartwright’s article 
about the Sheffield trial, I have a few 
observations of my own. 

I am not sure exactly what Cartwright is 
actually trying to say, but if he is accusing 
me of being a grass, it is an allegation I 
strongly deny. I have never once made a 
statement to the police, despite being 
arrested for various alleged offences over 
the past ten years. Cartwright also men- 
tions the amount of time I spent inside for 
Sheffield - none - why? Because there 
was no evidence against me, except for 
the statements of some of my co-ac- 
cused, and l refused to answer any 
questions. 

Reading Cartwright’s article carefully, he 
doesn’t actually deny that Baldwin and 
Oxley are grasses, and I don’t think he 
would do so, since Baldwin was brought 
into his cell during questioning, and tried 
to persuade Cartwright to turn informer. 
This is detailed in the depositions. All his 
article seems to do is cloud the issue. 
Yes it is important to discuss why people 
make statements, and how to stop it. In 
my previous article I suggested that some 



people might prefer to use a deterrent tactic 
against grasses. It might be wise for people 
to analyse why the government are trying 
so hard to remove the right to remain silent, 
after all over 80% of convictions rely on 
defendants own admissions during ques- 
tioning. 

Whenever I think of Viv in prison serving 
her 6 years, I wonder how much of a 
smaller sentence she would have been 
given if she hadn’t spent 4 years inside 
previously, solely because of Baldwin and 
Oxley’s statements. 

Neil Mclvor 


NOTE: Before we are accused of being 
biased towards Neil by allowing him to 
see these articles before they are printed 
and printing a response, we would like 
to make it clear that when articles are 
written explicitly about a person or their 
article we try and allow them a reply in 
the same issue. Because of the length of 
time between issues we think this helps 
in forwarding the debate. 
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Mowing the tAWN 


The Animal Liberation Front has been 
plagued with grasses almost from its very 
inception and obviously this is a very 
emotive issue which the Supporters Group 
has had to deal with. At present the policy is 
that no support will be given to persons 
who, by their actions, deliberately cause 
another involved in an act of animal libera- 
tion to be punished, imprisoned or take 
actions which by their nature could cause 
another to be punished or imprisoned. 

Therefore an activists who makes a state- 
ment only incriminating themselves is still 
eligible to support but if the statement 
includes the names of other activists then 
the person becomes ineligible. This is the 
criteria we have used when deciding who is 
to be labelled as grasses on our “Prisoner 
of War” listing. 

At present we can see no reason to change 
this, but there is a need for a debate on 
such an important subject as is mentioned 
in the article by Gary Cartwright in this 
issue. The question must be asked as to 
why people make statements when in police 
cells. Few cases can be put down to 
ignorance of the fact that they can remain 
silent. Most people in the animal rights 
movement will know that remaining com- 
pletely silent is the best and, indeed, should 
be the only, policy when in police custody 
Northern Ireland is a different issue but 
even there surely it is better to make no 
statement than to incriminate others, in 
moral and practical terms. 

So why do people still make statements? It 
must be recognised that a police station is 
not a welcoming place and even with all the 
talk and preparation in the world, the first 
time someone is arrested it comes as quite 
a shock. This shock only lessens with time 


and experience of many arrests. When you 
are interviewed by the police while under 
arrest it is very daunting, even with a 
solicitor present. The police are trained to 
get the answers they want and do this sort 
of thing week in and week out. To sit there 
saying nothing or “no comment” is not as 
easy as it sounds. It takes great will-power 
as your normal reaction is to answer direct 
questions, especially when the police are 
stating complete lies about you and your 
friends. This is not an excuse, anyone who 
is prepared to break the law to save 
animals must also be prepared to take the 
consequences without taking anyone else 
down with them. To witness the events in 
America where three people, who have 
done nothing illegal, have gone to prison 
rather then inform on ALF activists really 
puts those who grass when they have 
committed 'crimes’ to (even more) shame. 

Another issue to take into account is those 
who have suffered violent attacks from the 
police while in custody. How much physical 
abuse do we expect an activist to take 
before they break? There is no easy answer 
to that question, some will say that they 
should suffer it all regardless, others would 
be more lenient. 

Activists have been ‘verballed’ in the past 
and it must be recognised that a statement 
alone cannot be taken as complete evi- 
dence of a grass’ even when signed. 

This article has done little more than 
scratch the surface of a very difficult area, 
one on which we would like more debate 
and views. Hopefully the points we have 
made can go some way towards creating an 
outline for further articles in future issues. 

ALF Supporters Group 
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Jiarlan Olac Xjd 
Conf erence 


An insider passed information to activists 
concerning two vivisectors conferences to 
be held in Oxford. One was organised by 
Harlan Olac Ltd to last three days (15-17 
September) and one was an IAT sympo- 
sium to be sponsored by Froxfield Farms 
and was to last one day. A few days 
beforehand the same informer rang to say 
that the IAT symposium had been cancelled 
allegedly due to lack of interest. 

Day one 

The invasion of the Moat House Hotel 
Wednesday 15 September 

Registration for the conference was to start 
at 7.00pm to be followed by a buffet supper 
at the Moat House Hotel. Around 20 people 
arrived at the hotel at about 7.30pm. They 
climbed over the back fence of the car park 
only to find it full of alleged security guards 
(who later turned out to be police). This was 
no deterrent - they pushed past the security 
and pinned one of them against the wall 
when he dared to deny entrance to the 
protesters. The foyer was swarming with 
Rover personnel but one of the "security” 
kindly led the way upstairs to where the vivs 
were hiding out. Protesters attempted to 
barge into the dining room where someone 
accidentally tripped on a table full of crock- 
ery and wine. One viv, a certain Hal P. 
Harlan (who presumably owns Harlan Olac 
Ltd) tried to argue with the demonstrators 
only to have his badge ripped off. One 
vivisector was so alarmed that he collapsed 
in what looked like a heart attack but was 
probably nothing more then a faint. Having 
filled the air with abuse the protesters then 
made an orderly retreat, unopposed by 
“security” who by now were almost as 
numerous as the protesters. 

There were no arrests. 


Day two 

The invasion of Exeter College 

As we had knowledge of the entire timeta- 
ble we were able to keep ahead all the way. 
The morning was to be taken up by 
speeches from scum from Boots, Glaxo, 
Ciba Geigy and others. From early on 
protesters gathered as near as possible to 
the hotel, making as much noise as possi- 
ble, including the use of loud hailers and 
whistles. Originally standing at the gate, 
they then surged forward to the lawn, 
merely yards from the hotel entrance. Loud 
hailers were used to magnify abuse and to 
feedback constantly, giving a high-pitched 
whine. Meanwhile rook scarers started to 
explode all around the perimeter of the hotel 
to the consternation of police. A bomb 
scare resulted in a search of the hotel by 
police and university security. Two activists 
had lunch at the hotel posing as general 
public. The hotel had laid on a whole buffet 
for the police including the so-called secu- 
rity; police were now stationed all around 
the perimeter of the grounds as well as all 
round the interior of the hotel. Two of the 
scum, who later turned out to be Mark 
Matfield and Myc Riggulsford of RDS fame 
(who were also at the Brighton Vivisectors 
conference), chatted to the two activists in 
the hotel and were obviously irritated at the 
nuisance. 

In the afternoon there was supposed to 
have been as open-topped bus tour of the 
city. This did not materialise. Some of the 
vivs left the hotel in the afternoon in cars 
and were followed, and it appeared they 
were leaving for good. 

The next planned event was a banquet at 
Exeter College which is part of the Univer- 
sity of Oxford. This was to take place at 
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8.00pm in the 17th century wood-panelled 
hall at the college. By now the numbers of 
demonstrators had swelled to over thirty. 
The roads by the college were full of plain 
clothes police in cars or standing noncha- 
lantly on street corners holding large cam- 
eras. Exeter College is like a fortress with 
very high stone walls, and only two small 
doors. Nevertheless at about 8.00pm 
around twenty found a way in via some 
building works that were going on. Once 
inside, they were confronted by the same 
“security” who were simply pushed aside. 
The banquet hall was locked but again a 
back entrance through various corridors 
was found. The hall was all laid out and a 
table was overturned smashing sixty bottles 
of wine. Anti-vivisection slogans were 
sprayed on corridor walls and stink bombs 
were let off. Fire alarms were set off and 
the noise became deafening as the fire 
alarms mingled with the sound of a 15 watt 
loud hailer siren from outside, and the noise 
of fire engines. All the demonstrators now 
attempted to leave the college which was 
swarming with uniformed police who had 
climbed through the scaffolding instead of 
opening the door! Eight were arrested 
inside the college but one was released 
straight away without charge and one es- 
caped. The other six were taken to cells. 
Outside the college the car of the commis- 
sioner of police had his tyres deflated. 

The manager of the Moat House Hotel later 
told the press that the scum had been on 
their way to the college but were radioed by 
police and turned back. The hotel had to 
provide one hundred extra meals which he 
said had cost the hotel an extra £2,500. 

Later on, there was a bomb scare at the 
hotel which resulted in the evacuation of all 
guests and staff while police searched the 
premises. Sirens, abuse and rook scarers 
continued to go off during the evening. 

Of the six people detained, two had their 
heads banged against stone, one on the 
floor and one on the wall - when he woke 


up he vomited repeatedly. In spite of this 
the police did not take him to hospital until a 
solicitor intervened. All six were held for 20 
hours and questioned before being charged 
under Section 2 of the Public Order Act 
1986 (violent disorder). The police claimed 
that police officers had been assaulted 
during the demonstration. 

News later leaked out from someone stay- 
ing at the hotel that the manager had spent 
Thursday evening trying to console staff 
and guests. Many of the staff and also the 
non-viv guests found the attitude of the vivs 
arrogant, as if they owned the place. All felt 
as if they were under siege. The manager 
told guests that he would never accommo- 
date a similar conference in future, and that 
the crockery broken on Wednesday would 
cost £300 to replace. 

Da y three 

The scum go home 

The morning saw the continued siege of the 
hotel by demonstrators. Two were arrested 
for using a loud hailer but were later 
released without charge. Vivs continued to 
leave in dribs and drabs during the morning. 

The final event of the conference was to be 
a site visit of Harlan Olac’s breeding facility 
at Shaw Farm, Station Road, Blackthorn 
near Bichester. This was the whole point of 
the conference as far as the organisers 
were concerned - the conference was free 
to vivs apart from the cost of the hotel, and 
this outlay was to be recouped by sales of 
animals to vivs. The site visit was to start at 
2.00pm - demonstrators arrived at about 
1.30pm to find the whole site evacuated. All 
the workers had obviously been sent home 
apart from a few secretaries who left in a 
van when the demonstrators arrived. All that 
was left then was a caretaker and numer- 
ous policemen. A few vans tried to make 
deliveries but were turned around by the 
demonstrators. 
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V1VISECT0RS BEWARE! 

*The open-topped bus tour was CAN- 
CELLED 

*The banquet was CANCELLED 
*The site visit to Olac was CANCELLED 

These events were covered by all the local 
newspapers and radio stations and the local 
television station, as well as the Daily 
Telegraph, Daily Express and Teletext. 
Most importantly, the news that a confer- 
ence was utterly destroyed by animal rights 
activists will be spreading like wildfire 
among the vivisecting community. On two 
occasions we broke through tight security 
and out again, with few arrests, to confront 
vivisectors face to face when they thought 
they were safe. Never again will vivisectors 
feel secure when guarded by police - after 
all we penetrated into the heart of the 
vivisection establishment, Oxford University. 
And we did it with the help of an anony- 
mous informer from inside the pharmaceuti- 
cal industry - time for them to start feeling 
paranoid. 


McLibel 

Case 

So far this year the McLibel defendants, 
Helen and Dave, have had half a dozen 
High Court hearings, some involving a day 
and a half of legal argument between 
themselves and McDonalds barristers, all 
the time watched by the company’s UK Vice 
President. McDonalds is trying to maintain a 
cover-up by refusing to hand over relevant 
documents and answer questions about its 
practices. Meanwhile, the defendants have 
served 65 witness statements, 30 of them 
from experts on the relevant issues - 
nutrition, health, environment, animal wel- 
fare etc. 

At the last hearing on the 29th July, the 
provisional October trail date (for a 5 week 
trail) was scrapped and left open-ended, the 
judge complaining that the case was ‘getting 
out of hand’! 


Shamrock Case dropped 

The four activists charged with Conspiracy to commit criminal damage to a Transit Van 
belonging to Shamrock Farm appeared in court on September 10th. The four, Samantha 
Marshall Leigh, Graham Hore, Fred Nye and Dave Hammond had all charges against 
them dropped due to insufficient evidence. They are now considering claiming against 
Sussex police for wrongful arrest. All were are out on bail with the condition that they do 
not venture within half a mile of Shamrock Farm. The van in question was allegedly 
attacked with paint stripper, all four tyres were punctured and the windows were smashed. 
Damage has been estimated at £2,000. 

On the morning of the first court hearing back in July, two members of Brighton Animal 
Rights Campaign were arrested in connection with an assault on a Shamrock Farm 
worker outside his house during a demonstration. David Cooper of 180 Surrender Road, 
Brighton was allegedly slapped in the face by Rita Lanford after she questioned him on 
why he abused the monkeys in his care as had been shown on the World in Action 
programmes. Linda Gath was also arrested in connection with illegal action against 
Shamrock Farm. Both have been released without charge. The campaign continues. 


I 
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ADDRESSES 


Activists Support Group 

PO Box 82373 

Portland 

OR 97282 

USA 

ALF Press Office 
BM 4400 
London 
WCIN 3XX 

Tel: 0954 230542 (24 hrs) 
0836 310763 (Mobile) 

ALF Supporters Group 
BCM 1160 
London 
WC1N3XX 

Animal Liberation Investiga- 
tion Unit 
PO BOX 38 
Manchester 
M60 Inx 

Tel: 061 953 4039 

Animal Rights Network 
PO Box 248 
Aberdeen 

Arkangel 
BCM 9240 
London 
WC1N3XX 

Animal Liberation Bust Fund 
PO Box 148 
Belfast 
BT1 2LZ 


Djurens Befrielse front 
(Swedish ALF) 

Emile E:son (Press officer) 
Box 2051 
S-265 02 Astorp 
Sweden 

Last Chance for Animals 

1 8653 Ventura Boulevard 

Suite 256 

Tarzana 

California 91356 

USA 

Israel ALF Supporters 
Group 

PO Box 6023 
Tel Aviv 61060 
Israel 

McLibel Support Campaign 
c/o London Greenpeace 
5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 

North American ALF Sup- 
porters Group 
PO Box 75029 
Ritchie Postal Outlet 
Edmonton 
AB, T6E 6K1 
Canada 

Sea Shepherd 
Box 5 
Ashford 
Middlesex 
TW15 2PY 


Spanish ALF Supporters 
Group 

APDO: 50390 
28080 Madrid 
Spain 

Better to 
ease one 
beast of 
grief, than 
sit 

watching 

the 

sorrows of 
the world. 

Light of Asia 
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1975 

Cliff Goodman* 
Ronnie Lee 

1977 

Dave Hough 
Mike Huskisson 
Ronnie Lee 
Gary T readwell 

1978 

Sue Hough 
Chris Morrissey 
Aubrey Thomas 
Gary T readwell 
Val Waters 

1983 

Steve Boulding 
Randy Burrows 
Brendan Delaney 
Peter Sales 

1984 

Dave Babbington 
Hilly Beavan 
Steve Burrows 
Dave Callender 
Shirley Clarke 
Julie Edwards 
Martin Gomez 
Carlo Hanshaw 
Mike Hayes 
Andy Horbury 
Mark Houghton* 
Brett Jackson 
Paul Kennedy 
Gus Maclnnes 
lain McCann 
Graham Mitchell 
Helen Sinclair 
Robin Smith 
Steve Symonds 

1985 

Sue Baker 
Gordon Bryant* 
John Curtin 
Shaun Ellis 


Sally Miller 
Mike Nunn 
Robin Smith 
John Quirke* 

Kevin Williams 
1986 

Gari Allen 
Peter Anderson 
Boris Barker 
David Carre 
Alan Cooper 
Nigel Couch 
Beverely Cowley 
John Curtin 
Carl Egan 
Giles Eldridae 
Shaun Ellis 
Alistair Fairweather 
Carl Garside 
Keith Griffin 
Terry Helsby 
Mike Huskisson 
Sally Levitt 
Della Lowick 
Eric Marshall 
Mike McKrell 
Sally Miller 
Lesley Phipps 
Nancy Phipps 
Steven Rowe 
Virginia Scholey 
Debbie Smith 
Nick Sweet 

1986 

Nigel Crouch 
Karl Garsite 
Jim Snook 
Duncan Thorpe 
Paul Watkins 
Julian Webster 

1987 

Kevin Baldwin* 
David Barr 
Gary Cartwright 


Isobel Facer* 

John Hewson* 
Ronnie Lee 
Brendan McNally 
Val Mohammed 
Ian Oxley* 

Julia Ridgers* 

Viv Smith 

1988 

Gari Allen 
George Bogojevic* 
Sally Carr 
Andrew Clarke 
Sean Crabtree 
Robin Lane 
Leslie Phipps 
Paul Scarse 
Geoff Sheppard 

1989 

Roger Yates 
Daniel Attwood 
John Curtin 
Barry Horne 
Garry Norris 
Simon Russell 
Michael Sahanahan 
Hassen Sadelli 
Jerry Stokes 
1992 

Dave Blenkinsop 
Graeme Cambell 
Neil Croucher 
John Curtin 
Martyn Eggleton 
Grant Horwood 
Keith Mann 
Alistair Mullen 
Dave Nelson 
John Paul 
Paul Smith 
Viv Smith 
Chris T ucker 
Darren Thurston 
Graeme Wood 


1993 

Tom Frampton 
John Goodwin 
Terry Helsby 
Michael Karhan 
Jesse Keenan 
Marianne MacDonald 
John Marnell 
Allison McKeon 
Sam Remington 
Clare Rush 
Rik Scarce 
Ed Shephard 
Annette Tibbies 
Kim Trim view 
Max Watson 
Matthew Welsh 


This page is a regu- 
lar feature in the 
newsletter. If you 
know of any addi- 
tions or corrections 
please let us know. 
Those persons 
marked with an as- 
terix are persons the 
SG recognises as 
Grasses. It will not 
include those who 
have requested not 
to be included. 
Grasses will remain 
as a warning to all 
activists. We hope 
this list will not grow 
any longer. 


35 


'Jpri loneri 
Ach^reisei 


Terry Helsby EF0761 
HMP Risley 
Warrington Road 
Risley ~ 

Warrington 
Cheshire 
WA3 6BP 
Tel: 0925 763871 

Allison McKeon RE2370 

HMP Askham Grange 

Askham Richard 

York 

Y02 3PT 

Tel: 0904 704236 

John Marnell RE2373 

HMP Haverigg 

Haverigg Camp 

Millom 

Cumbria 

LAI 8 4NA 

Tel: 0229 772131 

Clare Rush RE2369 

HMP Askham Grange 

Askham Richard 

York 

Y02 3PT 

Tel: 0904 704236 

Rik Scarce 
Spokane County Jail 
West 1100 Mallon 
Spokane 
WA 99260 
USA 


Vivien Smith TT2743 
A4 Unit 
HMP Holloway 
Parkhurst Road 
Holloway 
London NT ONU 
Tel: 071 607 6747 

Annette Tibbies TT2215 
HMP Holloway 
Parkhurst Road 
Holloway 
London NT ONU 
Tel: 071 607 6747 

Kim Trimview 
Spokane County Jail 
West 1100 Mallon 
Spokane 
WA 99260 
USA 

Max Watson BJ2477 

HMP Haverigg 

Haverigg Camp 

Millom 

Cumbria 

LA18 4NA 

Tel: 0229 772131 

Matthew Welsh FG3130 

HMP Liverpool 

68 Hornby Road 

Walton 

Liverpool 

L9 3DF 

Tel: 051 525 5971 
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Loren Eiseley tells the story of a writer who is vacationing on the coast and decides to 
take a break from his work by strolling along a sandy beach. In the distance, he spies a 
person whom he believes is dancing, and is so intrigued he investigates further. As he 
approaches the dancer’, he realises it is a young man and he is not dancing, but throwing 
objects from the beach into the ocean. 

He gets closer still and discovers that the man is picking up starfish from the beach, where 
thousands have been stranded by low tide, and is throwing them back, one by one, into 
the ocean. 

The writer asks the man why he is undertaking such a task and the man replies that if he 
does not, the starfish will certainly die. 

At this, the writer scoffs and informs the man that there are miles and miles of beach and 
tens of thousands of starfish and he can’t possibly believe that what he is doing will make 
a difference. 

The young man pauses and gives thought to this observation, then, picking up another 
starfish from the beach, he tells the writer as he throws it back into the water... 

“It makes a difference... to this one.” 



FRONT COVER: Two of the ten beagles rescued from the Cheshire Beagles kennels during 
the early hours of Tuesday 10th August 1993 at Cholmondeley, Cheshire. Photo ALF. 


STOP PRESS 

Rik Scarce and Kim Trimview have been released since the printing of this 
newsletter. Rik was released on the 19th October and Kim on the 20th. Kim was 
released pending an appeal against the government’s ability to jail her for not 
testifying on a cnminal investigation. A decision should be made in the first week of 
November when she will either remain free or be jailed again. 



